
From: joalaska [mailto:joalaska@ptialaska.net]         
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 1:22 PM 
To: Blankenship, Johni 
Subject: ooops! 

Hi Johni, 
  
Sorry I sent by email some comments I wanted added to tonight's Assembly  packet. 
  
 I've got that terrible cold that's going around, and wasn't thinking, I guess....forgot to give my name and address: 
  
Joann Odd 
P.O. Box 62 
Clam Gulch, AK 99568 
  
in case you can still get it in. 
  
Thanks 
 joann 
___________________________________________ 
 
From: joalaska  
To: jblankenship@borough.kenai.ak.us  
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 11:52 AM 
Subject: please add to packet 

Can this be added to the packets of all assembly members, for tonight's meeting? 

Regarding  Ordinance  2011-19-70:  Appropriating  $200,000  to  Hire  a  Consultant  to  
Assist  the  Borough  in  Determining  the  Course  of  Action  to  Pursue  
Regarding  Curtailing  Health  Care  Costs  (Mayor)  (Referred  to  Finance  
Committee): 
How will this proposed study differ from the recent similar study done by the State of Alaska? Spending 
$200,000 to study this issue LOCALLY, is a waste of time and money. The Mayor should study the results 
of the STATE study, before spending more Borough money for information that may already exist at the 
state level. Voters WILL be looking very closely, to see where this $200,000 is spent and who is hired to 
do it. 
  
RegardingOrdinance  2011-19-72:  Appropriating  $4,700,000  for  the  Purpose  of   
Constructing a Radiation Oncology Facility at Central Peninsula Hospital  
(Mayor) (Referred to Finance Committee): 
I object to earmarking this huge amount BEFORE negotiations are completed by both parties. We should 
see final proposals as to this issue before ANY Borough money is committed. If no solultion between the 
hospital and the doctors  is arrived at, that is the time to consider this HUGE amount. 
  
Why isn't this money coming out of the large surplus fund the hospital has built up? 
 
Isn't there a 1.5 million dollar limit the Assembly can request before adding this HUGE amount on to the 
taxpayers? I thought an initiative limiting the amount the Borough could spend without voter approval, is 
still a law?  
  
Regarding   Ordinance  2011-19-73:  Appropriating  $569,292  from  the  Equipment  
Replacement Fund for the Purchase of  New Sales Tax Software (Mayor)  
(Referred to Finance Committee) 
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I object to the purchase of NEW sales tax software until the people have been given adequate reasons for 
this expenditure. This seems like  a LOT of money for a software program.  I thought we just bought new 
software a few years ago. Why isn't that adequate? Didn't it bring in enough money?  
  
Will this 'new software' become obsolete in a few years? 
  
Was there any examination done to see if a comparable program might be found that costs less? 
  
Is this just another way the new Mayor shows his disregard for the voters intent to SAVE MONEY, NOT 
SPEND MORE? 
  
RegardingOrdinance  2012-07:  Amending  KPB  Titles  2-Administration,  
4--Elections  and  16--Service  Areas  to  Provide  that  All  Kenai  
Peninsula Borough Service Area Boards  are Appointed Instead of   
Elected (Murphy)  (Hearings  on 04/03/12  and 04/17/12) (Referred  
to Policies and Procedures Committee) 
THIS IS OUTRAGEOUS!  The PEOPLE should select who is on these Boards, NOT the Assembly. 
  
 Is this just one more POWER GRAB by the Assembly? If you pass this, legal action WILL follow, and 
MORE MONEY will be needed to defend this in court. 
  
I ask the Assembly to re-think this horrible idea and shelve it for good! 
  
RegardingResolution  2011-108:  Approving  a  New  Senior Clerk  Typist  Classified  
Position in the River Center Department (Mayor) (Referred to Policies and  
Procedures Committee) TABLED 01/17/12  
  
Again, our new Mayor seems to never run out of ways to spend more money. Will there be NO END to 
ways you can spend money on the River Center? What will ever be ENOUGH?  
  
Times are HARD for a lot of Borough residents, and spending more money on NON ESSENTIAL 
ITEMS does not help.  
  
Have you looked into ways PAPER WORK could be reduced, or whether existing employees are being 
used efficiently? Maybe some Department heads could type some of their own work? If they had to do it, 
maybe they would think twice before adding new regulations and policies that just generate more 
paperwork and justify hiring more people. 
  
Is there ANY stipulation that this new position must be filled by a Borough resident? At least that would 
give a job to a local person. 
  
Hiring new employees should be the LAST RESORT, because once they are hired, they are seldom, if 
ever, let go, and their benefits program adds to the financial indebtedness of the Borough and Borough 
taxpayers. 
  
To the Assembly: I am ASKING YOU, to please review all possible ways to save money- not spend more. 
  
The increase in gas prices and heating fuel costs mean that those of us on fixed incomes must make hard 
choices on how our money is being spent. I now have 1/4 of my spendable income cut, and must find 
ways to make what I get - go farther. I expect nothing less from you, who spend our tax dollars.  
  
YOU can just increase my taxes, _I_ have no way to increase what I get. 
  
PLEASE GET THE SPENDING UNDER CONTROL! Learn to prioritize our needs against our wants. 
PLEASE!  

micheleturner
Highlight



From: Blankenship, Johni 
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2012 2:12 PM 
To: Turner, Michele 
SUbject: FW: assembly meeting-signed letter 

Importance: High 

Public comment on agenda item. 

Johni Blankenship 

From: joalaska [mailto:joalaska@ptialaska.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2012 2:11 PI\II 
To: Blankenship, Johni 
Subject: Fw: assembly meeting-signed letter 

-~--- Original Message ----
F-rom:.ioalaska 
To: jblankenship@borough.kenaLak.us 
Sent: Tuesday, April 03,20122:09 PM 
Subject: assembly meeting 

If at all possible, please include the following email into the member packets. 

The idea of having service board members appointed by the mayor should not be adopted. 
,. 

If, as Assembly member Murphy contends, no one appears to run for a vacancy, if there IS an opportunity to appoint someone to 
that vacancy, the SERVICE BOARD SHOULD APPOINT SOMEONE, not the Mayory. 

The governance of the local SERVICE AREA should be under local residents who administer and pay for those services. 

Leaving appointment of vacancies to the Mayor opens the door to 'stacking' these Boards in favor of the mind-set of the current 
Mayor and Assembly and taking away the power and authority of local area service boards. 

PLEASE DO NOT ADOPT THIS PROPOSED ORDINANCE. 

Joann Odd 
P.O. Box 62 
Clam Gulch, AK 99568 

mailto:jblankenship@borough.kenaLak.us


From: Blankenship, Johni 
Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8: 19 AM 
To: Turner, Michele 
Subject: FW: Ordinance 2012-07 Service Area Board Appointments 

Public comment on agenda item 

Johni Blankenship 

From: Mary Griswold [mailto:mgrt@xyz.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2012 10: 15 PM 
To: Knopp, Gary; Knopp, Gary; Smalley, Hal; hvsmalley@yahoo.com; Tauriainen, Ray; Tauriainen, Ray; Murphy, Linda; IVlurphy, 
Linda; Pierce, Charlie; Pierce, Charlie; McClure, Sue; McClure, Sue; Johnson, Brent; Brent, Johnson; Smith, Bill; Smith, Bill; 
Haggerty, Mako; IVlako, HClggerty; Blankenship, Johni 
Subject: Ordinance 2012-07 Service Area Board Appointments 

To Assembly members: 

I support Ordinance 2012-07 to appoint members to service area boards. I was surprised by the opposition expressed at 
Tuesday's assembly meeting. I thought it was a no-brainer, so I didn't submit a comment earlier. 

Board members provide an important public service and do so whether appointed or elected. I doubt that cronyism would play 
any part in appointing service area board members. We have a good history of appointed board activity. I agree that it is easier 
for people new to politics to apply for a position than to run for election. And service area boards are a good place to get started in 
public service. I have served on a service area board and found no difference in quality between those members who were elected 
and those who were appointed. 

I appreciate Ms. Murphy's amendment for the mayor to seek board input on applicants, without obligation. This provides an 
opportunity for important local knowledge. 

Voters don't have much information to rely on when choosing service area board members because candidate statements are not 
included in the election brochure. However it is not often an issue because there is rarely a contest for a seat. In fact, it is often 
hard to keep service area boards full. When no one runs for a seat or a member resigns, the mayor must appoint someone. 

I support reducing the number of ballots required for an election, not so much for any cost-savings, but for clarity and an easier 
voting process. 

This issue is not of sufficient significance to require a vote of the people. This is a matter well within the purview of assembly 
action. The selection process should be consistent across all the service areas. The boards' purposes and functions are the same, 
so there is no reason to seat the members differently. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Mary Griswold 
Homer 



Re: Ord. 2012-07 Service Area Boards from Elected to Appointed 

Learning moments. There are many when serving on the Assembly. But, I think the vocal public reaction to the 

above ordinance is unfortunate. Yes, anyone who is willing to step up and serve on the Borough Assembly, had 

better have a thick skin, because there will be those who insult you, and attack you. It is called, being in the line of 

fire. 

I do support this ordinance. Over the 9 years I served on the Assembly, I saw year after year, the struggle to find 

folks willing to run for service area boards. Throughout the borough, there were always positions open, to be 

filled, by appointment, after the election. And the cost in time and materials to the Borough Clerk, aka taxpayers, 

in gathering election information and printing it is huge. Voter pamphlets that must go to all in the general 

population, regardless that only 20% vote, are much larger than they would be, because of the Service Area Seats 

up for election. It had been my intent to bring this issue forward some years ago because of that cost, however I 

simply ran out oftime. So, I welcomed this ordinance. 

Sometimes we tend to overlook history. Back in the 1980's, when the 4 Roads Service Areas were formed in the 

borough, those roads boards consisted of elected positions. In 1991, 3 of the 4 Elected Service Area boards, asked 

the Borough to form one unified Road service area, for efficiency. Ordinance 1991-18, passed by the Assembly in 

August of 1991, did exactly that, and also went from elected Boards, to one board, all members appointed by the 

Mayor, those appointments confirmed by the Assembly. Alaska Statute 29.35.450 allows for the "establishment, 

operation, alteration or abolition of service area boards, by the Assembly", which is what was cited in the 

Ordinance. That Alaska Statute also gives the Assembly the authority now to act, if that is in the best interest of 

the public. Considering the public's often voiced concern about Borough expenses, you would think it would make 

sense. 

The Planning Commission has always been appointed, again by the Mayor, with confirmation by the elected 

Assembly. 

I have not always agreed with the decisions of the various mayors, regarding appointments to the Roads Board and 

the Planning Commission. And in reality, when the mayor decided to make some changes, I was concerned, but 

have found the appointments recommended and confirmed by the Assembly to be effective. Remember, the 

elected Assembly, has the final decision. Service area boards are advisory to the Assembly in all matters. They 

may be elected, but it is the Assembly with the final word. 

With the amendment that Ms. Murphy proposed, the sitting Service Area Board would also be given the choice of 

weighing in on recommendations to the Mayor, for consideration. I believe that gives them more say of who 

serves, than they have under the current process. 

In closing I sincerely apologize to Ms. Murphy for not being there to voice this opinion sooner. And I am so sorry 

for that. She deserves a heck of a lot better than what she has gotten. I commend her for bringing this forward. 

Milli Martin 
PO Box 2652 
Homer, AK 99603 
235-6652 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Public comment 

Johni Blankenship 

Blankenship, Johni 
Monday, April16, 2012 8:23AM 
Turner, Michele 
FW: Upcoming assembly meeting 

From: Gina Bogart [mailto:me_joellen@acsalaska.net] 
Sent: Sunday, April15, 2012 1:09PM 
To: Knopp, Gary; Knopp, Gary 
Cc: Blankenship, Johni 
Subject: Upcoming assembly meeting 

Mr. Knopp, 

Please request to pull the following ordinances from the consent agenda: 

Ordinance 20 11-19-82 
Ordinance 2011-19-84 

Please vote against this ordinance. We are strongly against this. We do not want the borough assuming power to 
regulate property owners in this way. 

Ordinance 2012-06 

Please vote against this ordinance. 

Ordinance 2012-07- We understand that you spoke up at the last borough assembly meeting postponing the vote 

on this. Thank you for doing so because we want to retain our right to vote. Unfortunately many who feel like we do, are 
not aware that this issue is even before the assembly. 

Sincerely, 

Gina Bogart and Christopher Bogart 
36875 Bjerke St 
Kenai, AK 
99611 

I feel it is clear that there are other assembly members who do not respect the voters and are misusing their power. I 
hope to see more citizens participating in local government in the future, both as voters and as representatives, and will 
be actively working to keep term limits as a first step in getting involved myself. -Gina 



Subject: FW: ordinance 2012-07 

From: joalaska [mailto:joalaska@ptialaska.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 01, 2012 9:59AM 
To: Knopp, Gary; Knopp, Gary; Smalley, Hal; hvsmalley@yahoo.com; Tauriainen, Ray; Tauriainen, Ray; Murphy, Linda; 
Murphy, Linda; Pierce, Charlie; Pierce, Charlie; McClure, Sue; McClure, Sue; Johnson, Brent; Brent, Johnson; Smith, Bill; 
Smith, Bill; Haggerty, Mako; Mako, Haggerty; Blankenship, Johni 
Subject: ordinance 2012-07 

Ordinance 2012-07 would represent a giant step backward for the residents of the Kenai Peninsula Borough. 

ANY action taken by the governing ELECTED ASSEMBLY to diminish the responsibility of Borough residents to 
vote for Service Area Board candidates of their choice, represents a failure of the democratic process. 

As an ELECTED GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL, one of your primary duties should be to encourage public 
participation in local government. 

By destroying one arena for that public participation by replacing the DUTY of residents to control their local 
service area boards, and replacing that duty with appointed board members chosen by the Mayor and approved 
by the Assembly, is not in the best interest of promoting voter participation. And please do not insult us by 
claiming to take this action "to save money". 

The potential for packing those Boards with favorites, or cronies, exists when this is the case. Those who are 
paying for the services in these areas might well find themselves out-voted by board members that do not reflect 
THEIR GOALS OR WISHES. 

I am firmly and strongly AGAINST this ordinance and suggest that in view of the overwhelming public rejection of 
this idea, you relegate this potential ordinance to the trash can and do not waste additional time patching OR 
amending this offensive proposal. 



Subject: FW: Ordinance 2012-07 
Attachments: 20 12-0?PetitionSignatures.zip 

From: Gina Bogart [mailto:me_joellen@acsalaska.net] 
Sent: Monday, April 30, 2012 7:29 PM 
To: Knopp, Gary; Knopp, Gary; Smalley, Hal; hvsmalley@yahoo.com; Tauriainen, Ray; Tauriainen, Ray; Murphy, Linda; 
Murphy, Linda; Pierce, Charlie; Pierce, Charlie; McClure, Sue; McClure, Sue; Johnson, Brent; Brent, Johnson; Smith, Bill; 
Smith, Bill; Haggerty, Mako; Make, Haggerty; Blankenship, Johni 
Subject: Ordinance 2012-07 

I would like to submit this as my testimony that I, along with many other KPB residents, want to retain my right to vote 
for Service Area Board Members. I will always want my representative's vote to protect my right to be actively and 
effectively involved in government. Appointments remove control from the many and give it to the few. 

It may interest you to know that even non-voters that I have talked to show distaste for this ordinance wanting to retain 
their right to vote, even though they choose not to exercise it. 

Represent me and the others who have signed this by voting no on Ordinance 2012-07. 

Gina Bogart 
36875 Bjerke St 
Kenai, Ak 
99611 



I want to vote for my service area board members. 

I do not want them appointed by the KPB mayor and confirmed 

by the assembly. 
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